STEPHEN E. WEBBER
ATTORNEY AT LAW
B4 H5 WHLSHIRE BOULEVARD
SUITE 1800
{213} 3852505 105 AMGELES, CALIFORNIA 80010 Fax: (213) 3864440

January 8, 2002

Honorable Chief Justice Ronald George
and Associate Justices
Supreme Court of California
300 South Spring Street, Second Floor North
Los Angeles, California 90013

RBe: Conservatorship of Levitt
2nd Civil Nos. B140538, B142397
Supreme Court No. S

REQUEST OF STEPHEN E. WEBBER, PVP ATTORNEY FOR JOEL LEVITT
THAT REVIEW BE GRANTED

Dear Chief Justice George and Associate Justices:

The undersigned respectfully requests that this Court grant review in Conservaftorship of
Levirt to resolve several crucial issues concerning (1) access of elder abuse victims to the ;udlcxal
system and (2) freedom of speech for advocates for the elderly. :

All elder abuse cases are emotionally draining on attomeys seeking to provide ]ustsce for
persons who have been taken advantage of due to their age and infirmities. Reductions in court
awarded attomey fees is unjustified in elder abuse cases and review should be granted to fully
examine this issue.

The elderly are often deprived of their homes, savings, and valuable personal possessions
by swindlers. It takes dedicated and competent attorneys willing to expend the time and
emotional energy to bring dishonest persons to justice. The lower courts’ decision in this matter
regarding fees misses the point that providing justice for the elderly, even if the recovery is small,
demonstrates that the courts will not tolerate those who exploit the vulnerable. There is no
just;f jcation in denying a reasonable fee to attorneys whose efforts do the entire public a great
service. Denying a fair fee discourages attorneys from representing the disadvantaged, while at
the same time it encourages those who would exploit them.

I was the court appointed Probate Volunteer Panel attorney in this case, Conservatorship

of Leviti. 1 strongly support the appellant’s position but, because of the circumstances of being
court appointed, T did not join in the appeal in this matter.
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Over 20 years of doing elder abuse cases has made me aware of the psychological toll on
attorneys handling these cases. Time is of the essence if the victim is to benefit before dying or
becoming mentally disabled. The exploiters respond by trying to delay proceedings as much as
possible. Ifuncertainty whether an attorney will be paid fairly for his services becomes a factor,
elder abuse cases are not going to be given the time and emotional energy they reguire,

A decision by this Court on the issues raised by Conservatorship of Levitt will provide
needed guidance in addressing the problems of persons whom the legislature (1) determined to be
a “disadvantaged class”, and (2) enacted Legislation, such as the Elder and Dependent Adult Civil
Protection Act (EADACPA) and its progeny, to protect.

1 therefore urge the Court to grant review.

Respectfully submitted,
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Stepheh E. Webber,
PVP Attorney for Conservatee, Joel Levitt




PROOF OF SERVICE

1 am over the age of 18 and not a party to this action. I am employed at 3435 Wilshire
Boulevard, Suite 1800, Los Angeles, California 90010, On [date], I served the attached letter by
placing true copies in a sealed envelope with proper postage in the U.S. mail at Los Angeles,
California, addressed as follows:

Joseph Choate, Jr. PVP Attorney for

Choate & Choate Conservatec Peggy Page
523 West Sixth St., Ste. 541

Los Angeles, CA 90014

A. George Glasco Attorney for Conservator/
Law Offices of A. George Glasco Trustee Kathryn Stanley
729 Mission St., Suite 300

Pasadena, CA 91030

Charles E. Davis In propria persona

3430 Faye Avenue (Estate of Page)

Culver City, CA 90232

Frumeh Labow Counservator for Peggy Page
Complete Probate Administration and Joel Levitt

10780 Santa Momnica Blvd,, Ste, 345
Los Angeles, CA 90025

Marc B. Hankin Attorney for Frumeh Labow
10680 West Pico Blvd,, Suite 315 Congervator
Los Angeles, CA 900642223

Clerk for

Hor. Gary Kiausner, Judge Trial Court (Page and Levitt)
Los Angeles Superior Court, Dept. 11

111 N. Hill Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012-3317

Second District Court of Appeal
Division One

1 declare under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on [date] at Los Angeles, California.

Oy e
Signed: _ ilan Lo (,wﬁaf&_&/\_
, ye D. Webber
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