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NOTE
This recommendation includes an explanatory Comment to each
section of the recommended legislation. The Comments are written
as if the legislation were enacted since their primary purpose is to
explain the law as it would exist (if enacted) to those who will have
occasion to use it after it is in effect.

Cite this recommendation as Recommendation Relating to Court-
Authorized Medical Treatment, 20 Cal. L. Revision Comm’n
Reports 537 (1990).
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December 1, 1989

To:  The Honorable George Deukmejian
Governor of California, and
The Legislature of California

Existing law permits a court to authorize medical treatment for a
person unable to give informed consent. The court can authorize the
treatment on a determination that the person’s medical condition
requires the treatment and, if untreated, the condition will become
life-endangering or “result in a serious threat to the physical health”
of the person. This recommendation proposes to expand this standard
to include a serious threat to the person’s mental health.

This recommendation is submitted pursuant to Resolution Chapter
37 of the Statutes of 1980.

Respectfully submitted,

Edwin K. Marzec
Chairperson
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RECOMMENDATION

If an adult for whom no conservator of the person has been
appointed is in need of medical treatment, but is unable to
give informed consent, an interested person can petition the
court to authorize the medical treatment.! If a ward or
conservatee is in need of medical treatment that may not be
authorized by the guardian or conservator and the ward or
conservatee is unable to give informed consent, the guardian
or conservator can petition the court to authorize the medical
treatment.? In either of these situations the court may
authorize the treatment on a determination that the person’s
medical condition requires the treatment and, if untreated, the
condition will become life-endangering or “result in a serious
threat to the physical health” of the person.’

This standard is unduly narrow in its restriction of medical
treatment of problems that are a threat to the person’s physical
health, as distinct from the person’s mental health. The
court’s power to authorize medical treatment in these
situations should be expanded to cover serious threats to the
person’s mental health. There are numerous protections
against abuse built into the statutes, including (1) appointment
of an attorney to consult with and represent the person,* (2)
giving notice to interested persons, including the spouse and
relatives of the person needing treatment,’ (3) judicial
determination that the proposed medical treatment is
necessary,® and (4) limitations on the type of treatment that
can be given.’

1. Prob. Code § 3201.

2. Prob. Code § 2357.

. Prob. Code §§ 2357(h)(2), 3208(a)(2).

. Prob. Code §§ 2357(d), 3205.

. Prob. Code §§ 2357(f), 3206.

. Prob. Code §§ 2357(h), 3208.

E.g., Prob. Code §§ 2356(a)-(d) and 3211(a)-(d) (prohibitions on involuntary
placement, experimental drugs, convulsive treatment, sterilization); 2356(e) and 3211(e)
(court authority subject to patient’s directive under Natural Death Act and power of
attorney for health care); 3208(b) (procedure initiated by interested person inapplicable
where patient has capacity but refuses to consent to treatment).

NoUnhw
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The recommended legislation also clarifies the relationship
between the power of a guardian or conservator to petition for
an order authorizing medical treatment and the procedures
under the Lanterman-Petris-Short Act (LPS) pertaining to
involuntary placement in a medical treatment facility® and
establishing conservatorships for the gravely disabled.® By
providing authority to give necessary medical treatment
affecting the mental health of the ward or conservatee, the
recommended legislation resolves an anomaly in the law that
would result where a ward or conservatee needs treatment but
does not meet the standards applicable under LPS. The
restrictions applicable under LPS to involuntary placement'®
should not stand in the way of needed medical treatment of
mental conditions that do not involve involuntary detention or
the appointment of a conservator for a gravely disabled
person.

The recommended legislation amends sections of the new
Probate Code as it will be proposed to be enacted at the 1990
legislative session by Assembly Bill 759. The recommended
legislation will become operative at the same time as the new
Probate Code becomes operative.

Definitions: Here,the LRC explainsthe
meaningof thewords"placement",'detention”,
"confinement"and"committment”,asusedin

this Proposafor Legislation.(mbh)

8. Welf. & Inst. Code §§ 5150-5344.

9. Welf. & Inst. Code §§ 5350-5371.

10. The provisions of the Welfare and Institutions Code (part of the Lanterman-Petris-
Short Act) cited in the exclusionary language in the second sentence of Probate Code
Section 2356 govern situations where a person may be involuntarily placed (e.g., Welf. &
Inst. Code §§ 5150, 5350.1), detained (e.g., Welf. & Inst. Code § 5151), confined (e.g.,
Welf. & Inst. Code § 5260), or committed (e.g., Welf. & Inst. Code § 5300).
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PROPOSED LEGISLATION

The Commission’s recommendation would be implemented
by enactment of the following amendments:

Probate Code § 2356 (amended). Prohibited treatment
and drugs

2356. (a) No ward or conservatee may be placed in a
mental health treatment facility under this division against the
will of the ward or conservatee. Involuntary civil placement
of a ward or conservatee in a mental health treatment for-a
ward-or-eonservatee facility may be obtained only pursuant to
Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 5150) or Chapter 3
(commencing with Section 5350) of Part 1 of Division 5 of
the Welfare and Institutions Code. Nothing in this subdivision
precludes the placing of a ward in a state hospital under
Section 6000 of the Welfare and Institutions Code upon
application of the guardian as provided in that section. The
Director of Mental Health shall adopt and issue regulations
defining “mental health treatment facility” for the purposes of
this subdivision.

(b) No experimental drug as defined in Section 26668 of the
Health and Safety Code may be prescribed for or administered
to a ward or conservatee under this division. Such an
experimental drug may be prescribed for or administered to a
ward or conservatee only as provided in Article 4
(commencing with Section 26668) of Chapter 6 of Division
21 of the Health and Safety Code.

(c) No convulsive treatment as defined in Section 5325 of
the Welfare and Institutions Code may be performed on a
ward or conservatee under this division. Convulsive
treatment may be performed on a ward or conservatee only as
provided in Article 7 (commencing with Section 5325) of
Chapter 2 of Part 1 of Division 5 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code.

(d) No minor may be sterilized under this division.
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(e) This chapter is subject to any of the following
instruments if valid and effective:

(1) A directive of the conservatee under Chapter 3.9
(commencing with Section 7185) of Part 1 of Division 7 of
the Health and Safety Code (Natural Death Act).

(2) A power of attorney for health care, whether or not a

durable power of attorney.

Comment. Subdivision (a) of Section 2356 is amended to resolve an
inconsistency in language between the first and second sentences. This
amendment recognizes that the provisions of the Welfare and Institutions
Code (part of the Lanterman-Petris-Short Act) cited in the second
sentence govern situations where a person may be involuntarily placed
(e.g., Welf. & Inst. Code §§ 5150, 5350.1), detained (e.g., Welf. & Inst.
Code § 5151), confined (e.g., Welf. & Inst. Code § 5260), or committed
(e.g., Welf. & Inst. Code § 5300). The language as revised is also
consistent with Section 3211(a). This amendment also recognizes the
court’s power under Section 2357 to authorize treatment in the case of a
serious threat to the mental health of the ward or conservatee. See
Section 2357.

Note. This amendment is made to Section 2356 of the Probate Code
as it will be proposed to be enacted at the 1990 legislative session by
Assembly Bill 759.

Probate Code § 2357 (amended). Court-authorized
medical treatment for ward or conservatee

2357. (a) As used in this section:

(1) “Guardian or consérvator” includes a temporary
guardian of the person or a temporary conservator of the
person.

(2) “Ward or conservatee” includes a person for whom a
temporary guardian of the person or temporary conservator of
the person has been appointed.

(b) If the ward or conservatee requires medical treatment for
an existing or continuing medical condition which is not
authorized to be performed upon the ward or conservatee
under Section 2252, 2353, 2354, or 2355, and the ward or
conservatee is unable to give an informed consent to such
medical treatment, the guardian or conservator may petition
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the court under this section for an order authorizing such
medical treatment and authorizing the guardian or conservator
to consent on behalf of the ward or conservatee to such
medical treatment.

(c) The petition shall state, or set forth by medical affidavit
attached thereto, all of the following so far as is known to the
petitioner at the time the petition is filed:

(1) The nature of the medical condition of the ward or
conservatee which requires treatment.

(2) The recommended course of medical treatment which is
considered to be medically appropriate.

(3) The threat to the health of the ward or conservatee if
authorization to consent to the recommended course of
treatment is delayed or denied by the court.

(4) The predictable or probable outcome of the
recommended course of treatment.

(5) The medically available alternatives, if any, to the course
of treatment recommended.

(6) The efforts made to obtain an informed consent from the
ward or conservatee.

(d) Upon the filing of the petition, the court shall notify the
attorney of record for the ward or conservatee, if any, or shall
appoint the public defender or private counsel under Section
1471, to consult with and represent the ward or conservatee at
the hearing on the petition and, if such appointment is made,
Section 1472 applies.

(e) The hearing on the petition may be held pursuant to an
order of the court prescribing the notice to be given of the
hearing. The order shall specify the period of notice of the
hearing and the period so fixed shall take into account (1) the
existing medical facts and circumstances set forth in the
petition or in a medical affidavit attached to the petition or in a
medical affidavit presented to the court and (2) the
desirability, where the condition of the ward or conservatee
permits, of giving adequate notice to all interested persons.
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(f) A copy of the notice of hearing or of the order
prescribing notice of hearing, and a copy of the petition, shall
be personally served or mailed, as prescribed in the order, on
all of the following:

(1) The ward or conservatee.

(2) The attorney of record for the ward or conservatee, if
any, or the attorney appointed by the court to represent the
ward or conservatee at the hearing.

(3) Such other persons, if any, as the court in its discretion
may require in the order, which may include the spouse of the
ward or conservatee and any known relatives of the ward or
conservatee within the second degree.

(g) Notwithstanding subdivisions (e) and (f), the matter may
be submitted for the determination of the court upon proper
and sufficient medical affidavits or declarations if the attorney
for the petitioner and the attorney for the ward or conservatee
so stipulate and further stipulate that there remains no issue of
fact to be determined.

(h) The court may make an order authorizing the
recommended course of medical treatment of the ward or
conservatee and authorizing the guardian or conservator to
consent on behalf of the ward or conservatee to the
recommended course of medical treatment for the ward or
conservatee if the court determines from the evidence all of
the following:

(1) The existing or continuing medical condition of the ward
or conservatee requires the recommended course of medical
treatment.

(2) If untreated, there is a probability that the condition will
become life-endangering or result in a serious threat to the
physical or mental health of the ward or conservatee. <—

(3) The ward or conservatee is unable to give an informed
consent to the recommended course of treatment.

(i) Upon petition of the ward or conservatee or other
interested person, the court may order that the guardian or
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conservator obtain or consent to, or obtain and consent to,
specified medical treatment to be performed upon the ward or
conservatee. Notice of the hearing on the petition under this
subdivision shall be given for the period and in the manner
provided in Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 1460) of
Part 1.

Comment. Subdivision (h)(2) of Section 2357 is amended to include
a serious threat to mental health as a condition that justifies court
authorization of medical treatment. See also Section 3208.

Note. This amendment is made to Section 2357 of the Probate Code
as it will be proposed to be enacted at the 1990 legislative session by
Assembly Bill 759.

Probate Code § 3208 (amended). Court ordered medical
treatment for person unable to consent to treatment

3208. (a) The court may make an order authorizing the
recommended course of medical treatment of the patient and
designating a person to give consent to the recommended
course of medical treatment on behalf of the patient if the
court determines from the evidence all of the following:

(1) The existing or continuing medical condition of the
patient requires the recommended course of medical
treatment.

(2) If untreated, there is a probability that the condition will
become life-endangering or result in a serious threat to the
physical or mental health of the patient.

(3) The patient is unable to give an informed consent to the
recommended course of treatment.

(b) If the patient has the capacity to give an informed
consent to the recommended course of medical treatment but
refuses to do so, the court is not authorized to make an order
under this part. If an order has been made under this part, the
order shall be revoked if the court determines that the patient
has recovered the capacity to give informed consent to the
recommended course of medical treatment. Until revoked or
modified, the order is effective authorization of the course of
medical treatment.
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Comment. Subdivision (a)(2) of Section 3208 is amended to include a
serious threat to mental health as a condition that justifies court
authorization of medical treatment. See also Section 2357.

Note. This amendment is made to Section 3208 of the Probate Code
as it will be proposed to be enacted at the 1990 legislative session by
Assembly Bill 759.
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